ebruary may be the shortest month,
but it’s packed with special obser-
vances like Presidents Day, Black
History Month and Valentine’s
Day, in addition to a host of unofficial
“national” days you've probably never
heard of. But they all have something
in common. They were created to draw
attention to a particular issue or theme.

Valentine’s Day may seem like an
observance originally created by a
greeting card company, but over time,
it's become a widely celebrated day full
of flowers, candy and of course, greeting
cards professing our love. So, in that
vein, it seems like the perfect time for us
to say we love serving you, the members
of South Kentucky RECC.

We love serving our members because
without you, the co-op wouldn’t exist. As
one of Kentucky’s Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives, our purpose is to provide
you with reliable, responsible and safe
electricity. Simply put, South Kentucky
RECC exists to serve you. That's why we
were formed in 1937—to bring power to
our local area when for-profit utilities
would not. Our members come first. Ev-
ery day. That’s our commitment to you.

South Kentucky RECC members are
great about keeping us in the know. We
do our best to avoid power outages,
but Mother Nature can occasionally
throw us a curveball; our members are
quick to report any power disruptions
and are patient as our crews work to
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safely restore power.

We know outages are
frustrating, and your sup-
port as we work through
storms means so much to
our employees. We also
appreciate your feedback
on co-op programs and
services. Your opinions
are critical for the co-op’s
success, and we thank
you for that.

You and other South
Kentucky RECC mem-
bers make up the
community we serve—
and for us, it’s all about
community. Our employ-
ees live and work here, -
too, and care about our gl .
community the same way Zl
you do. We're invested
and work to help it thrive. That’s why
South Kentucky RECC donates to
local charities, schools and scholar-
ship funds. It’s also why we invest in
economic development, and why you’ll
see our employees volunteering at
local schools and other charitable and
community endeavors. Sponsoring war
veterans for the Honor Flight trip to
Washington, D.C. and taking an active

Making an impact

role in supporting the Special Olympics
Kentucky Summer Games are just

two examples of our commitment to
community.

As a co-op, our mission is to enhance
the quality of life in our community and
look after its long-term interests. We
love serving our members and our local
community, and just like you, want to
see it continue to thrive. DSK

Kentucky's Touchstone Energy Cooperatives are helping build stronger communi-
ties through economic development initiatives. In 2022, these efforts helped bring
$2.5 billion in new investments and create an estimated 1,750 jobs. Since 2015,
more than $11 billion in new investment and 16,500 new jobs have been created in
commonwealth communities served by electric cooperatives.
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Connect to health savings

[
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ebruary is Wise Health Care Consumer Month, a - " ' .

perfect time for South Kentucky RECC members to
connect to savings on medicine and other health
services with the free Touchstone Energy Co-op
Connections program.
As a co-op consumer-member, you can save mon-
ey on prescriptions and healthcare expenses such as
vision and dental—in February, and every month. Being
connected means you get more than 150,000 discounts
from businesses in our area and national companies.
There are also cash-back offers for online shoppers and
deals for travelers.
Find discounts immediately by downloading the
free Co-op Connections app for mobile devices. Search
“Co-op Connections” in your favorite app store. If you
prefer to use a discount card, call our office at (800) 264-
5112 to request one.
Get connected and keep more money in your pocket.
Co-op Connections—it’s just one more benefit of being
an owner-member of South Kentucky RECC.
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stablished in 1980 in memory of longtime South
Kentucky RECC manager (1942-1974) Sam Hord,
the Sam J. Hord Memorial Scholarship provides an
opportunity for a student who resides in Pulaski
County or an adjacent county and demonstrates finan-
- cial need.
Interested students must be a member of South
Kentucky RECC, or a dependent student whose parents
[ are members, to be eligible for the scholarship of tuition
fees at Somerset Community College.
Deadline for the fall semester is generally around
March 1. Call Somerset Community College for more

Even if you don’t touch your thermostat, cold weather information, or visit www.somerset.kctcs.edu and click
will raise utility bills. If the furnace is set on 70 degrees, the “Affording College” link for deadline.

and it's 30 outside, your HVAC system works harder

to keep the house 40 degrees warmer. Look for our
Virtual Energy Assessment at skrecc.com to learn ways
to save energy dollars.

EAST KENTUCKY POWER COOPERATIVE
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EAST KENTUCKY POWER COOPERATIVE

Energy needed to maintain your home at 70° i
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Mid-winter: Perfect time for
new habits

t’s too late for New Year’s resolutions

UNDERSTANDING
YOUR HOME'S

ELECTRICAL
SAFETY
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and too early for spring cleaning, but

mid-winter is the perfect time to break

bad habits when it comes to using elec-
tricity around the house.

For example, are you still using the
extension cords you unpacked when you
decorated your house for the December
holidays? If so, put them back in their
boxes. Extension cords are designed for
temporary use only. And if you're hiding
them under rugs, they could be getting

Understanding how your
home’s electrical system
functions is important not
only to keep it properly
maintained, but for your safety
if a problem arises.

frayed and damaged, which is a fire hazard.
It's never the wrong time of year to seal
leaks around windows, doors and pene-
trations in walls where wires and cables
enter the house. Use caulk and weatherstripping, and engage your children in this
energy-efficiency exercise. It will teach them how to conserve energy and use it wisely.
Finally, consider making energy-efficient home improvements around the house
before remodeling season emerges with spring weather and contractors are hard
to hire. Have a programmable thermostat installed, restore or replace any historic
single-pane windows in your house and add insulation to the attic.
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If your electricity short circuits
or an overload shuts down
power, your service panel is
where you restore the flow. It is
your responsibility to make sure
no circuits are overloaded.

A general rule is to have only
one big ticket item on a circuit.

Electriclingo

hen you call an electrician

to assist you with a problem,

it’s helpful to know the lingo.

Familiarize yourself with
these electrical terms below:

Electrical service panel: Distributes
electricity to switches, outlets and
appliances. This is where you can restore
the flow to an overloaded circuit or shut
down the power to the circuit.

Fuse: Safety device used to protect
individual circuits that were installed in
homes before 1965. Every time a fuse is
blown it must be replaced.

Circuit breakers: Safety devices used
to protect individual circuits that are
now used in newer homes. When a cir-
cuit is “tripped” it just has to be mechan-
ically reset to resume operating.

Arc fault: A dangerous electrical prob-
lem caused by damaged, overheated or
stressed electrical wiring or devices.

Source: Electrical Safety Foundation International

This means you would not put
your refrigerator and washing
machine on the same circuit.

If your circuits frequently
overload, it may be time to
contact an electrician to add
more circuits to your service
panel.

Arc fault circuit interruptors (AFCIs):
AFClIs are new protective devices that
replace standard circuit breakers in the
electric service panel. AFCIs provide
enhanced protection against additional
fire hazards known as arc faults.

Tamper resistant receptacles (TRRs):
A wall outlet that features an internal
shutter mechanism which prevents chil-
dren from sticking objects like hairpins,
keys and paper clips into the receptacle.

Ground fault circuit interrupters
(GFClISs): Electrical safety devices that
trip electrical circuits when they detect
ground faults or leakage currents.

Grounding: The method used to
connect an electrical system to the earth
with a wire. Grounding will help protect

the person working on the system, the
system itself, and any appliances and
equipment that are connected to the
system.
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Board of Directors

Cathy Crew Epperson, Chairperson
Billy Gene Hurd, Vice Chairperson

Boris Haynes, Secretary/Treasurer
Rick Halloran

Tommy Nelson, Jr.

Greg Redmon

Brent Tackett

President & CEO
Ken Simmons

SKRECC Offices:

Clinton County

715 Snow Rd., Albany, KY 42602
(606) 387-6476

McCreary County
51 Center Ave., Whitley City, KY 42653
(606) 376-5997

Pulaski County
200 Electric Ave., Somerset, KY 42501
(606) 678-4121

Russell County
2405 N. Main St., Jamestown, KY 42629
(270) 343-7500

%%yﬂehﬁ"""sty Monticello, KY 42633 :
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G e . We are proud to go
the extra mile for you,

the members we

employer and provider.
serve.

Electric co-ops serve

Visit www.skrecc.com to pay your bill online,
to visit our outage center, or for more information
about the Co-op Connections Program.

To report an outage 24/7/365, please call
your local office, (800) 264-5112, or set up your
account to be able to text outages. Please do not
report outages via social media.

Plug into South Kentucky RECC. Follow us
on social media:
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