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South Kentucky RECC returning more than 
$3 million dollars to members
Story by Joy Bullock

For the third year in a row, the 

board of directors of South 

Kentucky Rural Electric 

Cooperative Corporation has 

announced that the co-op is mailing 

capital credit refunds to members. 

This year’s total is the largest in the 

cooperative’s history at $3,112,921—

nearly double its previous highest 

general retirement refund.

The refund is comprised of $2.39 

million for the years of 1990 and a 

large portion of 1991, and is combined 

with more than $720,000 related to 

South Kentucky RECC’s membership 

in East Kentucky Power Cooperative 

for the years 1968 through 1975. 

East Kentucky Power Cooperative, 

which generates the electricity sold 

by South Kentucky RECC, is owned 

by SKRECC and 15 other distribution 

cooperatives across the state. These 

capital credit refunds will be returned 

in one check to members. 

A member’s share of this refund is 

based upon the amount of electricity 

used in the specified years in relation 

to the electric usage of all members at 

that time.

In the world of co-ops, when 

revenues are greater than expenses, 

the difference is called a margin, and 

dividends are not paid to investing 

stockholders, as an investor-owned 

utility would do. They 

are shared among 

the member-owners 

of South Kentucky 

RECC—the people 

who get their electric-

ity from the co-op. 

(You can learn more 

about capital credits 

on our website www.

skrecc.com.)

South Kentucky 

RECC CEO Ken 

Simmons says this is 

just one of the many 

benefits of being a 

member-owner of an 

electric cooperative.

“It gives the board 

and employees great 

pleasure to be able 

to send these capital credit checks 

to our membership. It affirms what 

our mission statement says—that we 

were ‘formed for people, not profit.’ 

We believe in this mission statement 

and strive to do the best that we can 

for our members. Particularly this 

year, when many of our members 

have had to face some great chal-

lenges, it is especially important that 

we are able to return capital credits.

“We wanted to make an impact 

for our membership, by providing 

our largest refund in the coopera-

tive’s 82-year history. The checks 

received by our members will be 

able to be used for any purpose that 

they choose.”

We ask that our members ensure 

that we have correct mailing infor-

mation so that these checks can be 

easily and quickly delivered. This 

is especially important for active or 

past members during the years noted 

above. Past members should maintain 

current mailing information with us so 

that we may reach them in the event 

of future capital credit retirements.

If you have any questions about 

your capital credit refund, call your 

local South Kentucky RECC office or 

call (800) 264-5112. DSK

South Kentucky RECC members should receive their portion of the 
largest capital credits refund in the history of the co-op soon as $3.1 
million is being returned to members. 
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Sam J. Hord Memorial Scholarship

Established in 1980 in memory 

of long-time South Kentucky 

RECC manager (1942-1974) Sam 

Hord, the Sam J. Hord Memorial 

Scholarship provides an opportunity 

for a student who resides in Pulaski 

County or an adjacent county and 

demonstrates financial need.

Interested students must be a 

member of South Kentucky RECC, 

or a dependent student whose par-

ents are members, to be eligible for 

the scholarship of tuition fees at 

Somerset Community College.

Deadline for the fall semes-

ter is generally around March 1. Call 

Somerset Community College for more 

information, or visit www.somerset.

kctcs.edu and click the “Affording 

College” link for deadline. BE
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South Kentucky RECC and power supplier 
invest in reliable service
By Nick Comer & Joy Bullock

When it comes to electric 

service, reliability is key. 

South Kentucky RECC 

wants your lights to stay on 

and electricity flowing.

One way South Kentucky RECC 

and other electric utilities ensure 

reliable service is by installing 

equipment in the grid that allows 

power to be re-routed when nec-

essary. So, when something goes 

wrong in one part of the grid, the 

glitch can be isolated and electric-

ity can quickly be redirected to other 

parts of grid. As a result, power can 

be restored to as many co-op mem-

bers as possible while the problem is 

being resolved.

In Monticello, South Kentucky 

RECC’s power supplier, East 

Kentucky Power Cooperative (EKPC), 

recently completed a major project to 

improve electric reliability for thou-

sands of co-op members.

EKPC, which is owned by 

South Kentucky RECC and 15 other 

Kentucky electric cooperatives, owns 

and maintains all the substations on 

its system and routinely upgrades 

these transmission facilities to meet 

growing energy needs. 

“We recently rebuilt 

the Monticello sub-

station along with the 

transmission line to 

the Homestead substa-

tion, which is EKPC’s 

largest substation in 

South Kentucky RECC’s 

system,” says Nick 

Comer, EKPC’s exter-

nal affairs manager. “In 

addition to thousands of 

homes, the Monticello 

substation serves Wayne 

County Hospital, nurs-

ing homes, the school 

system and several fac-

tories. Clearly, it’s very important to 

the local community.”

The new substation includes equip-

ment that provides much greater flex-

ibility for South Kentucky RECC and 

EKPC to isolate sections of transmission 

line when problems occur, reducing 

both the duration of outages and the 

number of members affected. 

Plus, the new transmission 

line between the Monticello and 

Homestead substations was built 

with steel poles, making it more 

resilient and more resistant to 

damage from the elements.

“This project is an investment in 

reliable service for South Kentucky 

RECC members in and around 

Monticello,” Comer says.

Being reliable means South 

Kentucky RECC members can count 

on the co-op to keep electricity flow-

ing to their homes. It also means 

being trustworthy and dependable. 

In this unpredictable world, South 

Kentucky RECC wants its members to 

know that it constantly strives to be 

reliable for you. 

The Monticello substation was rebuilt as part of a major 
East Kentucky Power Cooperative project to improve 
reliability of electric service for South Kentucky RECC 
members in and around Monticello. Photo: EKPC
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South Kentucky RECC announces truck 
giveaway winner

When South Kentucky RECC 

made the difficult decision 

to cancel the 2020 annual 

meeting, the co-op knew it 

wanted to unite its membership and 

find a way to recognize the spirit of 

cooperative membership. 

In many previous years, it had 

been South Kentucky RECC’s tra-

dition to give away a vehicle at its 

annual meeting. While the co-op 

knew it could not hold the annual 

meeting this year, SKRECC wanted 

to continue the tradition, but with 

a twist.  

Many SKRECC members are life-

long members, and it had been sev-

eral years since most had updated 

their contact information. So, begin-

ning in October with drive-thru 

member appreciation days, South 

Kentucky RECC began the important 

process of having members update 

their accounts for the chance to win a 

pickup truck.

Each member attending member 

appreciation days was given a special 

form to update their account infor-

mation. When filled out and returned 

to the co-op, they were placed in 

the drawing for a 2011 four-wheel-

drive Ford Ranger pickup truck with 

a topper. 

In addition, each member 

received a member update form in 

their bill, or they could go online to 

the co-op’s website to print a form to 

fill out and return.

Having updated member infor-

mation is important for a number 

of reasons, particularly due to the 

situation the co-op faced in 2020. The 

need to keep office lobbies closed for 

the safety of members and employ-

ees meant increased communication 

with SKRECC members in other ways 

besides face-to-face interactions. This 

highlighted the importance of up-to-

date contact information. 

If South Kentucky RECC has the 

correct information on file, it can 

actually shorten outage restoration 

time. Employees working outages 

will have the correct address infor-

mation to be able to quickly locate 

the outage to begin working on it. 

It is also easier for members to 

report their outage. If the co-op has 

the correct member phone number 

on file for your account, when you 

call in to report it, SKRECC’s auto-

mated outage reporting system will 

automatically associate the number 

with your account, so you won’t have 

to provide any other information. 

Member service representatives 

can search for account information 

quickly via other information, such 

as a phone number or email address, 

when the member does not have 

their account number handy. With 

updated information on file, member 

service representatives are able to 

provide quick, accurate informa-

tion regarding the member’s account 

to them, particularly if they have 

multiple accounts or a service need. 

Additionally, it helps the co-op locate 

accounts when members are signing 

up for service, or if a landlord needs 

an account put back in their name. 

Finally, updated telephone 

numbers, both home and cell, 

allow member service representa-

tives to quicky contact members 

should the need arise, such as for an 

unusual high bill amount caught on 

account pre-billing, a planned ser-

vice upgrade outage, for delinquent 

accounts, or for questions about pay-

ments that have been mailed in or 

dropped off at the office. 

Thank you to the approximately 

15,000 members who participated. The 

drawing was held December 18 and 

the lucky winner is Kenneth May Jr. of 

Eubank. Congratulations!

Kenneth May Jr. of Eubank is the winner 
of the truck giveaway. Photo: Alan Coffey
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Plug into South Kentucky RECC. Follow us 
on social media:

Protect your children from 
electrical hazards

Accidents can occur when young 

children have an opportu-

nity to explore their home and 

unintentionally expose them-

selves to electrical dangers. Without 

proper precaution, everyday items 

such as power strips, space heaters, 

outlets and cords can pose a threat. 

Especially for toddlers and young 

children, it is a must to childproof 

your house from electrical hazards. 

Luckily, this task is easy to do, and 

it’s usually inexpensive.

Look at your home from a child’s 

point of view. Get down on the 

floor and see what is at eye level 

or within reach of a small child. 

Don’t forget to check for potential 

hazards behind tables, dressers and 

furniture. 

Little fingers seem to be 

attracted to electrical outlets, so be 

sure and place outlet plug covers 

on all the ones that are low to the 

ground.

Store electric bathroom and 

kitchen appliances—like hair dryers 

and toasters—out of reach of curious 

children.

Your home may have a space with 

many power cords and power bars. 

Put barriers around this area and tie 

up loose cords. If you're temporar-

ily using extension cords, hide them 

behind furniture or use a hide-a-cord 

device. You can also put electrical 

tape over unused plug holes on cords.

When using a space heater, 

establish a 3-foot, kid-free zone, and 

never put a space heater in a child’s 

room or leave it untended. Be sure to 

keep the heater at least 3 feet away 

from furniture, bedding and curtains.

Begin the educational process 

as soon as your child can crawl and 

remind the kids in your home to 

always be safe when dealing with 

electricity. 

South Kentucky RECC cares about 

keeping you and your family safe. 

M
O

NK
EY

 B
US

IN
ES

S 
IM

AG
ES

/S
HU

TT
ER

ST
O

CK


